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Abstract:The aim of this paper was to study the effect of sedimentation on effluent of a pilot scale 
Rotating Biological Contactor (RBC). The treated greywater was given three hours sedimentation period 
and samples were analyzed to observe the effect of sedimentations under variousflow rates. Greywater 
was separated from the black water and collected in the collection tank and then it was pumped to an 
overhead tank. This tank supplied a regulated continuous flow of greywater into the RBC chamber at the 
required flow rate ranging between 0.28 to 1.89 l/min. A pilot scale RBC simulator was developed and 
placed outside a hall of residence at National Center of Excellence in Analytical Chemistry, Sindh 
University, Jamshoro. The simulator was operated at the rotational speed of discs of 1.7 rpm. The disks 
were uneven and textured so as to encourage growth of bacteria on them. These discs were immersed 
about 40 percent in the greywater.The simulator produced effluent of significant quality and was found 
efficient in removal of BOD5, COD and TSS as 85%, 68% and 95% respectively. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Water is life and water scarcity has become the greatest threat to the life on planet earth. It leads to 
deteriorating water quality and scale up the pollution level. Water scarcity comprises water stress, water 
shortage and water crisis. Water stress is the difficulty of obtaining sources of fresh water for use during a 
period of time and may result in further depletion of available water resources. Water shortage may be caused 
by climatic change, increased pollution, human demand and overuse of water. On the other hand a water crisis is 
a situation where the available potable water within a region is less than the demand. In a report expressed by 
[1] that water scarcity can be a result of two systems i.e. physical water scarcity and economic water scarcity. 
The former is the outcome of inadequate natural water resources to supply and later is a result of poor 
management of the sufficient available water resources. 

As per report [2], 85% of the world population is living in the driest half of the planet earth. Moreover about 
783 million people do not have access to clean water and 2.5 billion people do not have access to adequate 
sanitation. According to [3], in water stressed countries reclaimed water may contribute to the water budget and 
reduces stress on fresh water resources.  

According to [4], Pakistan is one of the most water-stressed countries in the world. Any improvement in 
water management can be considered as a matter of interest, which will also help to safeguard the sustainability 
of water for our future generations.  

As suggested by[5], the range of demand of water in industrial countries is 100 to 150 liters per capita per day 
and almost 70 percent of this water is converted to greywater. The application of treated greywater for non-
potable use is one of the attractive ideas. It can save almost 30 to 40 percent demand of water if it is used for 
toilet flushing purpose only. This idea can work only when the treatment system increases the sanitary, 
environmental and aesthetic conditions of effluent. 

As reported by [6], the pre-treatment processes in wastewater are screening, filtration and sedimentation. 
These steps help in decreasing the clogging in the successive treatment steps.The sedimentation helps in 
eradicating settle able solids and thus decreases the suspended solids from the greywater. As recommended by 
[7], thesedimentation process is very effective in removing suspended solids and BOD5, if designed and 
operated efficiently.In biological treatment processes like activated sludge, trickling filters and rotating 
biological contactors (RBC) the sedimentation tanks also work as secondary clarifier and removes bio flocs thus 
reduces the load of suspended solids and other organic fractions.As reported by [8] and [9] the sedimentation 
process may help to some extent in removing the microbial population. 

According to [10]the treated greywater can be used for non-potable purposes such as toilet flushing, 
gardening, first rinse cycle in washing machines and dishwashers, however, the level of treatment and 
technology involved would be determined by the reuse application or manner of discharge. As reported by [11], 
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III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The characterization of raw greywater was performed for more than 25 samples in triplicate and is presented 
in the Table II. The RBC was operated at aforementioned flow rates and following the completion of retention 
time the treated greywater was further examined. At this stage the greywater was observed for three 
sedimentations time periods, i.e. at one hour, two hours and three hours. The efficiency of treatment process is 
presented in Table III. 

TABLE II.  Raw greywater characteristics 

Parameter Unit Mean Sta.Deviation 

BOD5 mg/l 48.83 14.02 

COD mg/l 182.67 101.92 

TSS mg/l 34.67 24.13 

DO mg/l 3.97 1.66 

pH 6.73 0.18 

TABLE III.  Removal efficiency of treatment process 

Parameter Flow Rate 
Category 

Percent Removal (%) Under Three 
Sedimentation Time Periods  

X         Y  Z 
BOD5 

A 
35 42 52 

COD 31 40 38 
TSS 55 60 58 

BOD5 
B 

20 40 43 
COD 42 39 56 
TSS 52 55 61 

BOD5 
C 

40 48 43 
COD 42 41 47 
TSS 60 66 65 

BOD5 
D 

30 37 41 
COD 40 35 44 
TSS 67 68 79 

BOD5 
E 

66 66 77 
COD 42 49 68 
TSS 82 92 94 

BOD5 
F 

81 84 85 
COD 45 55 55 
TSS 84 95 94 

The characterization was performed to ascertain the representation of various constituents in greywater. It is 
concluded that GW constituents shows variation in their concentrations that may be due to consumption of 
different types of products. The BOD5 of influent was observed as 48±14 mg/l which reflects that the influent 
was not heavily concentrated with organic fractions, it was rather light greywater. The value of biochemical 
oxygen demand is relatively lower than the COD values (183±102 mg/l).  Moreover the average ratio of BOD5 
to COD is measured as 0.27 which is greater than 0.1. It shows that influent is safe to be treated by secondary or 
biological treatment process. TSS concentration in influent revealsdifferent type of activity being performed by 
the inhabitants, likewise cleaning or sweeping of rooms, occasionally washing of cloths in bathroom, cleaning 
of utensils in washbasin etc. The dissolved oxygen level plays an important role in the treatment of wastewater. 
The level of dissolved oxygen was observed as 3.97±1.66 mgL-1. It is concluded that DO depletes with the 
increased organic loading and at high temperature. It may be due to fast growth of microbes in hot environment 
and these microbes uptake the dissolved oxygen during the metabolism process.  
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Fig. 2. BOD5removal percentagesat various flow rates and sedimentation periods 

Fig. 2 shows the removal percentage of BOD5 at varying flow rates and corresponding three sedimentation 
time periods i.e X, Y and Z. It was observed that the initial flow rates represented by category A, B, C and D did 
not show effective removal of BOD5. The removal efficiency ranged 20% to 52% in these flow rates. However 
significant performance was noticed at flow rates E and F under prescribed sedimentation time periods.This 
shows that RBC treatment process removes biodegradable organic fractions up to 85% under the conditions of 
flow rate 0.278 L/min and 3 hours sedimentation time period. With this flow rate the wastewater remains in the 
system for maximum time of 180 minutes. 

 
Fig. 3.COD Removal percentage at various flow rates and sedimentation periods 

Fig. 3 shows the removal percentage of COD at varying flow rates and three sedimentationstime periods.It 
was observed that removal of COD ranged 31% to 68%. The maximum removal was observed under flow rates 
E and F. The effect of sedimentation with regards to COD removal was not very high during the treatment 
process. This may be due to the presence of non-biodegradable organic matter or slow biodegradable fractions. 
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Figure.4 TSS Removal percentage at various flow rates and sedimentation periods 

Fig. 4illustrates the removal percentage of TSS. The treatment process showed significant results in term of 
TSS removal and it raged 54% to 95%. The effective treatment was observed at flow rates E and F with 
sedimentation time periods Y and Z. This shows that with the help of sedimentation the suspended solids can be 
reduced to great extent. 

IV. CONCLUSION 

The treatment of greywater with biological treatment system along with sedimentation process produced 
significant quality effluent. This can be used for non-potable applications including gardening, toilet flushing, 
car washing, firefighting and many other purposes. Before applying treated greywater the effluent must be given 
proper disinfection dose to illuminate microorganisms. 
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